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ABOUT THE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION

Association 3535 is a non-profit organization that designs and supports 

novel initiatives to transform innovation ecosystems in Africa. 

 

Founded in 2016, the organization is especially active in Cote d’Ivoire in 

supporting youth-led impact initiatives and promoting their increased 

participation within local communities.

 

Our warmest thanks to our research team Joseph Nielsen Thio, Paule 

Aurore Koffi and Seshie Richard Ahedor who made this report possible.
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INTRODUCTION

African countries have long been regarded to be practicing different forms of solidarity 

and Cote d’Ivoire is no exception.

 

With 24 million inhabitants, Cote d'Ivoire represents a remarkable state of population 

diversity. There exist over 60 ethnic groups; and being one of the leading immigration 

countries of Africa, the number of immigrants put them to about 11%-35% of the 

population according to statistical estimates.

 

Cote d’Ivoire has a rich culture of giving that draws its strength from traditional 

practices heavily favoring intra-ethnic giving and religious giving from both Christian 

and Muslim devotees.

 

Alongside this culture of the so-called informal giving, formalized philanthropy is not a 

new phenomenon in Cote d’Ivoire but has been improved over the years with more 

structure and substance.

Community philanthropy that involves community members working together and 

leveraging community resources to better address challenges or to improve the quality 

of life in a given community is being singled out today as a vehicle for local 

development — making the case that increasing local ownership and local 

accountability leads to stronger communities and development.

 

With support from the Global Fund for Community Foundations, our report offers an 

inquisitive look into the practice of Philanthropy in Cote d’Ivoire with an intended focus 

on Community Philanthropy.

http://www.association3535.club/en
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DEFINITION: WHAT IS COMMUNITY 

PHILANTHROPY?

Community philanthropy is the process of gaining the support of community members, 

leveraging community resources, and determining the use of external resources in that 

the community is able to better address challenges and improve the quality of life in the 

community. It is an approach to development that emphasizes the building of internal 

assets, capacities, and trust through participation, collaboration, and shared power in 

decision-making.

 

Support from within a community comes in any of the following forms:

Thoughts, ideas, and plans for the community

Time devoted to community needs and improvement

Knowledge and experience of members

Pro bono services of community institutions and individuals

Cash contributions (any amount)

In-kind contributions (e.g., meeting venues, food & beverages, tools, equipment, etc.)

 

External resources are sometimes used to complement community philanthropy efforts. 

Nevertheless, a key feature of community philanthropy, compared with other types of 

philanthropy is that, community members control what happens in their community. It is 

premised on the belief that community members often know better what is going to be 

good for their community compared with outsiders, and that community members are 

more likely to commit to a project on a long-term basis if it was their project from the 

start. While community philanthropy does not require that all resources needed to solve 

a problem comes from within the specific community, it does advocate for community 

leadership and control over the resources that are employed.

 

Community philanthropy contrasts with philanthropy driven by outsiders - meaning 

individuals and organizations who are not a member of that community - and is distinct 

from philanthropic projects and decisions that are made only by one or a handful of 

community members.

 

Reproduced from https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/community-philanthropy

http://www.association3535.club/en
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A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF PHILANTHROPY IN 

COTE D’IVOIRE

From Independence to 2002

 

International service organizations are considered to be pioneers of “formalized” 

philanthropy in Cote d'Ivoire.

 

Rotary International, an international service organization whose stated purpose is “to 

bring together businesses and professional leaders in order to provide humanitarian 

service and to advance goodwill and peace around the world” opened its first Club in 

Cote d'Ivoire in 1956, and throughout the years, has been especially active on Health, 

Education and Sanitation issues. Today, the Rotary network in Cote d'Ivoire counts over 

15 clubs on a nationwide basis.

Lions Club and Junior Chamber International have also established a strong presence 

in Cote d'Ivoire and ignited a culture of giving among its members.

 

These organizations hold a strong appeal in the country. First and foremost is to build 

social capital and social mobility. They are recognized for having made a substantial 

contribution (through community initiatives or lobbying) in the quasi-elimination of 

diseases such as polio and leprosy in Cote d'Ivoire.

 

A more participatory approach to formalized giving came in the form of Telethons in 

Cote d'Ivoire that were heavily promoted during the period 1980-1990's and that have 

faded out since then.

 

The Aftermath of the civil wars

 

Cote d'Ivoire experienced two civil wars (1) in a span of a decade from 2002 to 2011. 

This resulted into severe infrastructure damage and hundreds of thousands of people 

were displaced which led to reshaping the social fabric of the country.

 

This period was noted for the entry of an exponential rise of international aid 

organizations and programs funded by international charitable foundations who remain 

active to date (CARE International, International Rescue Committee, Danish Refugee 

Council etc...)

(1) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Ivorian_Civil_War, ttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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Current Situation: 2011 to present

 

The current period is marked by the rise of corporate philanthropy and celebrity 

philanthropy.

 

Following the end of the crisis, Cote d'Ivoire has seen a strong economic rebound. 

Trends such as anti-corruption measures targeting businesses, championing corporate 

social responsibility has led to the creation of Corporate Foundations especially in the 

telecommunication and the banking sectors. The Mining and Agro-industry sectors for 

their part spur giving within the local communities they operate by setting up CSR 

departments and programs. Notable Foundations include the Orange Foundation, the 

MTN Foundation, the NSIA Foundation, the SIFCA Foundation and the PETROCI 

Foundation.

 

Celebrity philanthropy has recently emerged and is being led by successful 

international professional footballers of Ivorian origin, retired or active, as well as 

renowned musicians. This involves celebrities either setting up their own charitable 

organizations or using their brand appeal and personal wealth to promote causes and 

endorse non-profit organizations. Notable Foundations include the Didier Drogba 

Foundation, the Magic System Foundation and the Kalou Foundation.

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPY IN COTE D’IVOIRE 

TODAY

Overview of Laws and Regulations

 

Non-profit organizations are known as “Associations” in Cote d'Ivoire.

In exception of trade unions, cooperatives and mutuals, all associations in Côte d'Ivoire 

are governed by Law 60-315 dated September 21, 1960 (2). This Law states the 

conditions for the creation, operations, legal compliance and liquidation of 

associations.

 

In Cote d'Ivoire, the incorporation of an association is a 2-step process:

- A request for incorporation at the Ministry of Interior which leads to delivering a 

provisional declaration certificate.

- An insertion in the official journal of the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire and a visit to the 

association premises' by the Police Department thereafter allows for the granting of a 

final certificate of declaration. Completing the step 2 process takes an average of 6 

months or 18 months in certain cases.

 

* Public Benefit status

In Cote d'Ivoire, associations can obtain and benefit from a special status known as an 

“Association d'Utilité Publique” (Public Benefit organization) which grant them 

significant tax exemption benefits (no VAT, no custom duties etc...)

 

Although the application process is straightforward, its granting requires a presentation 

before the Council of Ministers and the signing of a decree by the Head of State.

In practice, this status has been granted to parastatal nonprofit organizations, 

associations that have shown significant track record for several years or to 

organizations championed by well-connected personalities. Very few organizations 

benefit from this highly coveted status and according to our own estimation, there are 

less than 100 “Associations d'Utilité Publique” in Cote d'Ivoire.

 

There has been an announced intent to draft a new law governing associations in Cote 

d'Ivoire since 2015. However, only consultations have taken place so far. The new 

orientations of the law have not yet been made public.

(2) http://greencountries.net/textesetlois?tl=75

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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Overview of the Community Philanthropy Ecosystem

 

The rise of a vibrant community philanthropic sector is predated by an enabling 

ecosystem. Where does Cote d'Ivoire stand so far?

 

- Networks and membership organizations

“La Convention de la Société Civile Ivoirienne” (Cote d'Ivoire civil society convention) 

(3) is an umbrella platform that brings together 133 members from four key 

constituencies: faith-based organizations, syndicates, professional organizations and 

NGOs. Founded in 2003, the coalition was established to give the civil society a 

stronger and unique voice during the civil war period, and has endured ever since. 

Several other NGO membership organizations or coalitions exist in the country and the 

most visible are centered on human rights, women, HIV/AIDS and population health.

 

- Professional support organizations

At the regional level, the West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI) (4) based in Accra, 

Ghana was established in 2005 to reinforce the capacities of civil society in the sub-

region and offers a range of courses and programs.

 

At the national level, there is no institution with an explicit mandate of building the 

capacity of civic society organizations. However, 3 training institutions do stand out as 

preferred destinations for development practitioners: the Centre for Research and 

Action for Peace (CERAP) (5), the Center for Professional and Continuing Education 

(CUFOP) (6) and the UNESCO Chair for the Culture of Peace (7) hosted by the University 

Félix Houphouët Boigny (Cote d'Ivoire's oldest university).

 

In Cote d'Ivoire, there exists a specific taxation for continuing training: 1.2% of the 

payroll for continuous professional training and 0.4% of the payroll concerning 

vocational tax. All organizations (subjected to tax-paying on basic contribution on 

salaries), regardless of their size, are obliged to contribute to financing professional 

training. Taxes are received and managed by the Vocational Training and Development 

Fund (FDFP) (8) which, in turn, receives training requests and subsidizes the cost of 

training via a network of certified training firms.

(3) http://csci.group/

(4) http://www.wacsi.org/

(5) http://cerap-inades.org/

(6) http://univ-fhb.edu.ci/index.php/admission/formation-continue

(7) http://www.chaire-unesco.org/

(8) http://www.formation-professionnelle.gouv.ci/fr/ministere/structures/structures-sous-tutelles/fonds-pour-le-

d%C3%A9veloppement-de-la-formation

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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 A majority of the accounting firms in the country: large (Deloitte, Ernst & Young, KPMG, PwC) 

and small as well as law firms offer some form of pro-bono support to civic initiatives and 

CSOs.

 

- Academic institutions and researchers

The Centre for Research and Action for Peace (CERAP) was established in 1962 at the request 

of the Catholic bishops of West Africa to develop a center of Christian reflection on socio-

economic development. Two out of four of its branches support research linked to civil 

society issues. CEDOC, is the Documentation Centre for the social sciences and hosts one of 

the richest libraries of resources on issues of peace, human rights, democracy and good 

governance in Cote d'ivoire while EDICERAP, encourages publication of newspapers and 

books by Ivorian authors.

 

The UNESCO Chair for the Culture of Peace at the University Félix Houphouët Boigny focuses 

on training, research and the groundwork for peace promotion and sustainable development. 

The chair support research and produces a periodical piece on peace and governance issues.

Cote d'Ivoire counts 7 public universities disseminated throughout the country. Three of them 

(University Félix Houphouët Boigny, University Alassane Ouattara of Bouaké and University 

Jean-Lorougnon-Guédé of Daloa) have faculties, schools or institutes related to Social and 

Human sciences.

 

- Tech-based bridge-builders

Orange Cote d'Ivoire is the largest telecommunication operator in Cote d'Ivoire. In 2015, a 

service called “Orange Collecte” was launched and presented as Africa's first 100% mobile 

crowdfunding platform, in partnership with HelloAsso, the French leader in crowdfunding for 

charities (9).

 

With this service, private individuals and charities can finance their personal projects and 

charitable projects (fundraising, events, projects, etc.) by making an appeal through their 

mobile network. Each project receives a unique ID-generated number and donations are then 

made through a shortcode number #144*8# or via https://collecte.orange.com.

3% of the total amount collected for associations is deducted (4% for individuals) on top of 

regular mobile money charges.

 

Today, Orange Collecte represents the only scaled local solution for online fundraising.

(9) https://www.orange.com/en/Press-Room/press-releases/press-releases-2015/Orange-launches-the-first-ever-

mobile-crowdfunding-platform-in-Africa-in-partnership-with-HelloAsso

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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- Philanthropy media

There is no dedicated media in the country focused on the coverage of civil society news.

 

 

- Community foundations

Very few foundations meet the threshold to qualify as community foundations in Cote d'Ivoire. 

Either, grassroot organizations maintain structures with decisions made only by one or a 

handful of community members or we have foundations that heavily rely on external funding 

with none to a limited internal asset building. There is an emerging trend of alumnus from top 

elite schools in the country, setting up foundations to rehabilitate/maintain infrastructure and 

provide general support to the schools.

Below are presented two case studies of community foundations.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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Case Study: Fondation Saint Paul d'Abidjan

 

St Paul's Cathedral (French: Cathédrale Saint-Paul d'Abidjan) is a Roman Catholic cathedral 

located in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire and serves as the mother church for the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Abidjan. 70 meters high and built on a surface of 4,500 square meters, it is the 

second largest cathedral in Africa.

 

Built in 1980, the Cathedral required rehabilitation in 2008 at an estimated cost of 750 millions 

FCFA (~ 1.3 million $), later revised upwards to 3 billion CFA (~ 5.2 million $). A number of 

congregants decided to partake in that effort by setting up the Saint Paul Foundation of 

Abidjan (French: Fondation Saint-Paul d'Abidjan) and mobilize contributions through charity 

events and appeals.

 

This led to the mobilization of 200 millions FCFA (~ 350,000 $) through individual donations 

and 2.1 billion FCFA (~ 3.6 million $) disbursed by the Ivoirian Head of State.

In April 2014, restoration work on the Saint-Paul Cathedral was completed.

Photo credit: Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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Case Study: Fondation de l'Institut de Cardiologie d'Abidjan

 

The Institute of Cardiology of Abidjan (French: Institut de Cardiologie d'Abidjan) is a public 

hospital institution specialized in the care of cardiovascular patients.

 

In March 2007, former patients of the Institue eager to show their gratitude to an institution to 

which they owe their life, established the Fondation de l'Institut de Cardiologie d'Abidjan, a 

non-profit organization whose purpose is to support and promote the activities of the 

Institute, recognizing that the Institute was facing operational difficulties that require the 

deployment of additional significant resources.

 

The foundation has since carried out public awareness and early diagnosis campaigns, 

donates equipment to the Institute and medications for the care of disadvantaged patients.

Public statistics on the foundation's website estimates their contribution to be over 246 

millions CFA (~ 425,000 $).

Photo credit: Fondation de l'Institut de Cardiologie d'Abidjan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPY DEVELOPMENT IN COTE 

D’IVOIRE: COULD THE BRIDGE BUILDERS BE IN TECH?

In Cote d'Ivoire, about 30 million dollars of daily transactions occur (10) through mobile 

money and represents the most popular way of in-country money transfer. The potential 

for community foundations and philanthropic organizations to mobilize resources in 

their communities is undeniably by this way. 

 

We are making the following recommendations to help accelerate this reality:

 

1- “La Convention de la Société Civile Ivoirienne” and/or other membership 

organizations of Associations should establish a working group initiative on the 

appropriation of technology and financial technology in the operations of Associations.

 

2- Orange Collecte, the current crowdfunding solution should document and publicly 

post success stories of Associations making use of their platform (e.g. on their website 

and other medium) to inspire uptake.

 

3- Other telecommunication operators should deploy crowdfunding solutions similar to 

Orange Collecte. In addition, there should be a designated focal point for Associations 

and a voluntary outreach to promote the use of their platforms to Associations.

 

4- Local online payment service providers such as CinetPay (11), SycaPay (12) should 

reach out voluntarily to associations and work with third-party providers to help setup 

donation pages on the websites of interested Associations.

 

5- The telecommunications regulator should consider setting a roadmap for the 

interoperability of mobile money platforms in the country.

 

(10) https://www.financialafrik.com/2018/01/19/cote-divoire-17-milliards-fcfa-de-transactions-par-jour-via-mobile-

money/

(11) https://cinetpay.com/

(12) http://www.sycapay.net/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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A LISTING OF LOCAL PHILANTHROPIC FUNDING 

RESOURCES

* CCB / ROYAL BY SIPPEC

A Philanthropist, Kassem Hussein dedicates 3% of the net revenue of his companies on 

a wide range of social issues

 

* District Autonome d'Abidjan

A 200 million FCFA annual fund (~350,000$) to support 40 projects of young 

entrepreneurs

www.abidjan.district.ci/index2.php?page=dis&num=55

 

* Fondation BJKD

grantmaker in youth entrepreneurship and culture

https://janinekacoudiagou.ci/fondation-bjkd/

 

* Fondation de l'Atlantique

grantmaker in children welfare, education and health

http://www.supelite-ci.com/fondationgroupeatlantique/index.php

 

* Fondation Jeunesse Numérique

grantmaker in digital entrepreneurship by young people

https://fjn.ci

 

* Fondation MAYAMA

grantmaker in education, illiteracy, women empowerment, culture

http://fondationmayama.org/

 

* Fondation MTN

grantmaker in education, digital literacy, HIV/AIDS and rural development

http://www.mtn.ci/MTNCI/fondationmtn/presentation.html

 

* Fondation NSIA

grantmaker in education, environment, culture, youth and women empowerment

https://www.groupensia.com/fr/la-fondation+?debut_actu=5#pagination_actu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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* Fondation ORANGE

grantmaker in rural development, digital literacy, education, healthcare and culture

https://www.fondationorange.com/+-Cote-d-Ivoire-36-+

 

* Fondation PETROCI

grantmaker in health, education, women empowerment

http://www.fondationpetroci.ci/

 

* Fondation pour les Parcs et Réserves de Cote d'ivoire

grantmaker in nature conservation, environment

https://fondationparc.ci

 

* Fondation SIFCA

grantmaker in education, environment, sports and healthcare

https://www.groupesifca.com/fondation/index.php

 

* Fondation UBA

grantmaker in youth entrepreneurship, education, healthcare

https://www.ubagroup.com/uba-foundation

 

* Fondation Zakat et Waqf

grantmaking organization endorsed by the main muslim religious bodies in

Cote d'Ivoire, intervenes on a wide range of issues

http://zakatwaqf-ci.com/spip.php?article6

 

* Municipalities

The majority of municipalities in Abidjan offer grants to youth and women organizations 

through the social department or its equivalent

 

* Programme Spécial d'Auto Assistance - US Embassy Abidjan

grantmaker on a wide range of issues

https://ci.usembassy.gov/fr/education-culture-fr/le-programme-special- dauto-assistance/

 

* PROSUMA

grantmaker in children welfare, disability, education, arts and poverty reduction

https://groupeprosuma.com/lengagement-rse/la-societe-civile/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ivorian_Civil_War
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